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“You name it, I have it!”

Dr. George Truett, a minister of the Gospel, was entertained on one
occasion in the home of a Texas oil tycoon. After dinner the man took
him up to the roof-garden and showed him his possessions.

Pointing toward the north he said, “ Dr.Truett, see all those oil derricks
dotting that vast expanse of land? That’s all mine. They call it black gold.
I came to this country twenty five years ago penniless. Now I own
everything as far as eye can see in that direction.”

Then he turned to the east and pointed to the luxuriant fields of grain.
“See that? They call it yellow gold. Yes, all the golden grain, that’s
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mine.

Next, he turned to the south, and pointed to huge herds of cattle and
contented cows. “It’s all mine, everything as far as you can see in that
direction is mine.”

Finally, turning to the west he pointed to a great virgin forest covering the
hillside. “See that, doctor? It’s all mine, everything that you see. Twenty
five years ago I was penniless, but I worked hard and saved. Today I own
everything as far as you can see in this direction, that direction, that
direction, and this direction.”

He paused for the expected flattery which he was accustomed to receive,
but to his astonishment it didn’t come. Dr. Truett laid a hand lovingly on
his shoulder, pointed upward and said, ‘My friend, look up there as far as
your eye can see. How much do you own in that direction?”

The tycoon dropped his head and said, “1 never thought of that.”

My dear reader, you may not own very much of the world’s goods, but Dr
Truett’s question nevertheless deserves your serious attention. Lift up
your eyes, as far as you can see, how much do you own up there?

No matter what you own on this earth, it is certain that you can carry
nothing out.

So he who lays up treasure for himself on earth, is not rich toward God.
What have you done to prepare for the inevitable day of departure? You
say, “I’m still young. Let me think of it another day.” But that is not the



way of wisdom. Even the insurance agent will advise you to plan now for
the future.

Listen to God’s word:

“Whereas you know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.” (James 4: 14)

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. ”

(Matt 6:19-21)
Think now my friend. Plan for your future in God’s eternity. Be rich
toward God! Jesus says, ‘Verily verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my
word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall

not come into condemnation but is passed from death unto life.”
(John 5:24)
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